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July 3, 2019 

 

Elaine Chao 

Secretary 

US Department of Transportation 

1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 

Washington, DC  20590 

 

RE: Grant Avenue Parkway 

 

Dear Secretary Chao: 

 

The Ozarks Transportation Organization (OTO) supports the City of Springfield’s request for funding 
under the Better Utilizing Investments to Leverage Development (BUILD) Initiative for the Grant Avenue 
Parkway. As the designated metropolitan planning agency (MPO) for the region, we are committed to 
supporting projects that improve transportation in our area.  
 
The Grant Avenue Parkway is a demonstration of how our region works together to build an excellent 
transportation network. There is a need to connect downtown and the newly opened Wonders of 
Wildlife Museum with a multimodal corridor. This project will connect transit, bicycling, walking and 
driving into a single corridor that will serve as spine to our growing trail network. 
 
Once constructed, the parkway will serve as a demonstration to other local communities of just what 
can be built to serve the multimodal needs of the community. This project will help to address 
important regional connections that have been identified in the OTO Regional Trail Study. The Grant 
Avenue Parkway will serve as a linear park with the longest multi-use pathway in Southwest Missouri.  
 
There are many benefits that will be realized by the project. New jobs will be created by encouraging 
tourists to stay downtown for longer visits. Springfield will increase our talent attraction and retention 
by offering additional transportation options and amenities. The corridor will promote a desire to live 
downtown and to walk to work, which will promote a healthier lifestyle and a more sustainable 
population density with less traffic congestion.  Traffic along Grant Avenue will be calmed resulting in a 
safer environment for all transportation users.  
 
We are very excited to support this much needed project that will connect multiple modes of 
transportation with many exciting destinations via the Grant Avenue Parkway. We ask for your favorable 
consideration in funding the Grant Avenue Parkway project. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Sara Fields 
Executive Director 



Ozark Greenways      P.O. Box 50733      Springfield, MO 65805      (417) 864-2015      www.ozarkgreenways.org 

 

June 19, 2019 
 
Dear Grant Reviewers, 
 
Ozark Greenways, Inc. supports the City of Springfield’s application for a Better Utilizing 
Investments to Leverage Development Transportation Discretionary Grant (BUILD 
Grant.)  The Grant Avenue Parkway & Trail Connection Transportation and  
Economic Development Project (GAP) is proposed as a key connector in southwest  
Missouri’s transportation network to support transit, motor vehicles, and people who 
bicycle and walk.  
 
The vision is to connect not only our city’s world-class cultural destinations but also  
important everyday destination such as the following:  Wonders of Wildlife National  
Museum & Aquarium (WOW), nationally accredited parks and recreational amenities, 
Springfield Art Museum, our vibrant downtown district, schools, neighborhoods,  
grocery stores, transit, and trails.  This project will provide a safe and welcoming north-
south corridor that accommodates multiple modes of transportation .  
 
Springfield is Missouri’s third largest city, and we believe the state’s number one city for 
momentum and growth. The community’s DNA is infused with an expectation of        
authentic collaboration which leads to strong private and public partnerships.  Dollars 
invested here are leveraged to a degree that is unprecedented in other cities of similar 
size.  Our community’s collaborative spirit is moving our city toward a shared vision for 
a better region.   
 
Ozark Greenways, Inc. believes in strong communities. A strong community is one in 
which all citizens enjoy the best quality of life because of excellence in three key areas: 
health, economy, and environment. A connected, accessible, and fiscally-responsible      
transportation network is critical to the development of these areas.  GAP would im-
prove safety and accessibility for people who bicycle, walk, and wheel for recreation 
and    transportation, further spur economic development, and reduce environmental 
concerns –all issues that are important to our organization.  We fully support our city’s 
application, and we are both proud and excited to be a part of this transformational 
project.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
 

Mary Kromrey 

Mary Kromrey 
Executive Director 
Ozark Greenways, Inc.  
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June	14,	2019	
	
Dear	Grant	Reviewers,	
	
The	Springfield	Convention	&	Visitors	Bureau	supports	the	City	of	Springfield’s	application	for	a	
Better	Utilizing	Investments	to	Leverage	Development	(BUILD)	Transportation	Discretionary	
Grant.	
	
The	Grant	Avenue	Parkway	project	for	which	the	grant	would	be	used	would	benefit	the	
residents	of	the	city	and	grow	the	local	economy	by	enhancing	visitors’	experiences	because	it	
would	connect	unique	tourism	assets	with	pedestrian	and	biking	paths.	The	project	would	make	
traveling	between	Bass	Pro	Shops	Outdoor	World,	the	world-class	Johnny	Morris’	Wonders	of	
Wildlife	Museum	&	Aquarium	and	the	city’s	thriving	downtown	easier,	safer	and	more	scenic	for	
visitors	and	those	who	live	here	as	well	as	improving	connectivity	between	a	heavily	used	trail	
network	and	providing	connections	identified	in	the	Ozarks	Transportation	Organization’s	
regional	trail	plan.	
	
Bass	Pro	Shops	is	the	state’s	most	visited	attraction	and	since	opening	in	September	2017,	
WOW	was	voted	America’s	Best	Aquarium	and	Best	New	Attraction	by	“USA	Today”	readers.	
The	$300	million	WOW	project	has	increased	hotel	stays	to	record	numbers	because	it	
generates	thousands	of	new	visitors	to	the	city.	Improving	connectivity	between	the	Bass	
Pro/WOW	campus	and	the	downtown	entertainment	district	would	more	closely	bond	two	of	the	
city’s	authentic	experiences	and	increase	the	amount	of	time	and	money	people	spend	in	the	
city.		
	
WOW	is	bringing	in	new	visitors	who	know	little	about	downtown	or	Springfield	in	general.	The	
improved	route	would	enhance	the	visitors’	experiences	by	helping	expose	them	to	some	of	the	
best	Springfield	has	to	offer.	
	
Sincerely,	

	
Tracy	Kimberlin	
President/CEO	

	
	

417-881-5300		ᐧ		800-678-8767		ᐧ		815	E.	St.	Louis	St.,	Springfield,	MO	65806		ᐧ		www.SpringfieldMo.org	
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“The Downtown Springfield Association’s mission is to cultivate and sustain a vibrant business community represented by a 

balance of retail, professional, service, dining and entertainment entrepreneurs.” 
  

 
June 27, 2019 
 
To the 2018 BUILD Grant Reviewers, 
 
Downtown  Springfield  Association  (DSA)  is  pleased  to  support  the  City  of 
Springfield’s application for a Better Utilizing Investments to Leverage Development 
(BUILD) Transportation Discretionary Grant. 
 
DSA consists of over 150 businesses and individuals committed to assisting our local 
entrepreneurs,  attracting  new  investment  and hosting  iconic  community  events  to 
bring  new  generations  of  Springfieldians  to  downtown.    It  is  a  non‐profit  501c6 
community  development  corporation  with  a  54‐year  history  dating  back  to  its 
founding in 1965.   
 
The Grant Avenue Parkway transportation and economic development project (GAP) 
is  proposed as  the  first phase  of  southwest Missouri’s  largest multi‐use pedestrian 
and  bicycle  pathway.  The  vision  is  to  connect  the  city’s  world‐class  cultural 
destinations,  such  as  Johnny  Morris’  Wonders  of  Wildlife  National  Museum  & 
Aquarium  (WOW),  nationally  accredited  parks  and  recreational  amenities,  and 
Springfield’s bustling downtown district. 
 
WOW was  voted America’s Best Aquarium and Best New Attraction by USA Today 
readers.    Since  opening  in  September  2017,  the  estimated  $300  million  private 
investment  has  resulted  in  significantly  increased  hotel  stays  and  generated 
hundreds  of  thousands  of  visitors.  Downtown  Springfield’s  renaissance  has  been 
nothing short of impressive over the past 20 years. More than half a billion dollars in 
public  and private  investment has  been made  in  downtown Springfield  since 1996 
with  the  leadership  and  entrepreneurship  of  our  DSA  members  and  partner 
organizations.  Downtown  Springfield  and  WOW  are  both  authentic  “Springfield” 
experiences  for  residents  and  visitors  that  generate  a  tremendous  amount  of 
economic  activity.  GAP  would  alleviate  traffic  congestion,  improve  safety  and 
accessibility  and  reduce  environmental  concerns  – all  issues  that  are  important  to 
our organization.   
 
Building  on  the  proven  successes  of  Wonders  of  Wildlife  and  Downtown  will 
stimulate more job growth in the private sector by attracting more quality offices in 
the  IDEA Commons seeking green amenities and fueling even more momentum for 
Downtown’s rapidly‐expanding hospitality industry. 
 
DSA looks forward to enjoying the connectivity that the Grant Avenue Parkway 
would bring to our restaurants, retailers and community.  Please let us know if we 
can assist in any way.  Thank you for your consideration of this important community 
project. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Allen Kunkel 
President, Downtown Springfield Association 





  

227 E. CHESTNUT EXPWY, SPRINGFIELD, MO 65802 | 417-864-1658 | health.springfieldmo.gov 
AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY/AFFIRMATIVE ACTION EMPLOYER.  SERVICES PROVIDED ON A NONDISCRIMINATORY BASIS. 

June 28, 2019 
 
 
To whom it may concern, 
 
As the Director of Public Health and Welfare for the Springfield-Greene County Health 
Department, I would like to confirm our support for the City of Springfield in its application for 
a Better Utilizing Investments to Leverage Development Transportation Discretionary Grant. 
 
Springfield is the third-largest city in Missouri and is experiencing tremendous momentum and 
growth. Collaboration is at the very heart of our community. Investments made here are 
leveraged to their maximum and used to do good for years and years to follow. The public and 
private sectors routinely work together toward a common vision for a better region – this project 
is an example of that collaboration. 
 
The Grant Avenue Parkway transportation and economic development project is proposed as the 
first phase of southwest Missouri’s largest multi-use pedestrian and bicycle pathway. The vision 
is to connect the city’s world-class cultural destinations, such as Johnny Morris’ Wonders of 
Wildlife National Museum & Aquarium, nationally accredited parks and recreational amenities, 
and Springfield’s bustling downtown district. The project also provides connectivity with a 
heavily used trail network and provides connections identified in the Ozarks Transportation 
Organization’s regional trail plan. 
 
Wonders of Wildlife and nearby Downtown Springfield are both authentic “Springfield” 
experiences for residents and visitors that generate a tremendous amount of economic activity. 
Wonders of Wildlife was voted America’s Best Aquarium and Best New Attraction by USA 
Today readers. Since opening in September 2017, the estimated $300 million private investment 
has resulted in significantly increased hotel stays and generated hundreds of thousands of 
visitors. Downtown Springfield’s renaissance has been slow, but steady, over the past 20 years. 
More than half a billion dollars in public and private investment has been made in downtown 
Springfield since 1996. The Grant Avenue Parkway transportation and economic development 
project would alleviate traffic congestion, improve safety and accessibility and reduce 
environmental concerns—all valuable public health considerations that could pay dividends for 
the vitality and health of our community for years to come.  
 
We appreciate your consideration to fund this project.  
 
Sincerely, 

 
Clay Goddard 
Director of Health 
Springfield-Greene County Health 





 

 

R E S E A R C H  A N D  E C O N O M I C  D E V E L O P M E N T  

901 S. National Avenue, Springfield, MO 65897 

Phone: (417) 836-8501 • Fax: (417) 836-8537 • www.MissouriState.edu 

 

 

June 18, 2019 

 

Dear Grant Reviewers, 

 

Missouri State University supports the City of Springfield’s application for a Better Utilizing 

Investments to Leverage Development (BUILD) Transportation Discretionary Grant. 

 

Here’s why: Springfield is Missouri’s third largest city and possibly the state’s number one city 

for momentum and growth. The community’s DNA is infused with an expectation of 

collaboration. Dollars invested here are leveraged to a degree that is unprecedented in other cities 

of similar size. The public and private sectors routinely work together toward a common vision 

for a better region.  This project is an example of Springfield collaborating to execute a vision. 

 

The Grant Avenue Parkway transportation and economic development project (GAP) is 

proposed as the first phase of  southwest Missouri’s largest multi-use pedestrian and bicycle 

pathway. The vision is to connect the city’s world-class cultural destinations, such as Johnny 

Morris’ Wonders of Wildlife National Museum & Aquarium (WOW), nationally accredited 

parks and recreational amenities, and Springfield’s bustling downtown district. The project also 

provides connectivity with a heavily used trail network and provides connections identified in 

the Ozarks Transportation Organization’s regional trail plan. 

 

WOW was voted America’s Best Aquarium and Best New Attraction by USA Today readers.  

Since opening in September 2017, the estimated $300 million private investment has resulted in 

significantly increased hotel stays and generated hundreds of thousands of visitors. Downtown 

Springfield’s renaissance has been slow, but steady, over the past 20 years. More than half a 

billion dollars in public and private investment has been made in downtown Springfield since 

1996. Downtown Springfield and WOW are both authentic “Springfield” experiences for 

residents and visitors that generate a tremendous amount of economic activity. GAP would 

alleviate traffic congestion, improve safety and accessibility and reduce environmental concerns 

– all issues that are important to our organization.   

 

Missouri State University has been a long-time partner is Springfield’s downtown 

redevelopment.  Our main campus is located just south of downtown, but we have numerous 

properties in downtown, as well as university housing.  One of our signature investments is 

IDEA Commons, which is an innovation district that brings together the elements of innovation, 

design, entrepreneurship and the arts.  The core facilities in IDEA Commons include the Jordan 

Valley Innovation Center, The eFactory business incubator, and Brick City art and design 

complex.  Connecting IDEA Commons as part of the GAP will provide additional benefits to the 

community, students and businesses we serve. 

 



Thank you for the consideration of this grant proposal.  Your investment in the GAP will be a 

catalyst for future economic growth in the community. 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

 

James P. Baker, PhD 

Vice President for Research,  

Economic Development and  

International Programs 
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